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SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  Sb,  AR  523- IS*  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions* 


3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  Is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  it  tor  Inclusion 
r  ^  In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
S  c-  '  "•  at  the  end  of  this  report* 
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Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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CONFIDENTIAL  . 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS,  7TH  ARMORED  SQUADRON^  1ST  AIR  CAVALRY 
APO  San  Francisco  9(3357 

/VPN.JC  31  July  1960 

Sl'BTSCT:  Cporctioiicl  Report  of  7th  Airiorod  Sqvadron  lot  Idr  Cavalry  For 
Foriod  Bndlnjj  31  July  19SS,  PCS  CS?OR-65  (Rl) 


I.  Section  I,  Operations! 

a*  Significant  ActivitiasJ 
(1)  Porsonnoli 


(a)  Tho  Squaxiron  ^1  and  Personnel  Section  began  proporntion  for 
inovsnent  to  Vinh  Loiiy  during  tho  latter  pai  t  of  April  nnci  the  first  week  of 
laj\  On  5  fry  tho  ndninlstrrtlvo  porti-^n  of  tho  squadron  hoadquartors  movod 
to  Vinh  Long  frow  D1  An.  The  novcf'ent  proved  to  be  propoture  os  operational 
co-TPltnonts  of  A  and  C  Troops  requlrod  the  and  Personnel  Section  to  return 
to  Di  /ji  in  ordar  to  proporly  support  both  troops.  The  Squadron  was  to  be 
recsslmod  to  l64th  Corbrt  Aviation  Groi’p  frori  12th  Conbot  Aviation  Group 
effective  5  ilcy  19'3S,  Cpcratioiol  compltnonts  precluded  the  planned  roassifn- 
nent  cnA  delayed  it  indefinitely.  On  5  Way  68,  LTC  Charles  E,  Caneiy,  the 
Squadron  Conpordor,  received  a  severe  lop  wound  vdien  his  CfC  ship  was  hit 
h'j  onon;';'  fire  vdille  oontrolllnp  tho  operation,  and  ho  ’tt.s  nodicrlb-  evacuated. 
LTC  Robert  I/.  Mils,  'Jjcecutivo  Officer  of  the  145th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion 
and  previous  Executive  Of^'iccr  of  the  7th  Armored  Scuadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry, 
returned  to  the  "Blaclchawks"  and  assut'od  conmond  on  6  It"  1^68, 


(h)  On  12  Hay  1968  tho  Squadron  S»1  r;id  i'crscr'Vjl  Sc'.tion 
returned  to  Vinh  Long*  Administrative  support  of  ths  Squadron  vms  difficult 
during  the  period  12  iiay  to  8  June  1968  idiile  A,  3  and  elements  of  D  jind 
Heodouorters  Troops  rc'Tinod  at  Di  /ui,  and  C  Troop  with  elei»onts  of  D 

and  Headouarters  Troops  vroro  located,  at  Vinh  long.  A  significant  factor  \diich 
permitted  tho  cdmlnistratlvc  headquarters  to  function  offoctivcl"  in  spite  of 
the  disposition  of  organic  tactioa.l  units  end  the  dlfriculty  in  comTani eating 
with  12th  Combat  Avsatlon  Group  was  the  excellent  v/orklng  area,  provided  the 
Personnel  and  S-1  sections  st  Vinh  Long  upon  relocation. 

(c)  Upon  arrival  at  Vinh  Long  tho  squadron  Finance  Section  v;as 
co-loceted  with  the  supporting  finance  unit  at  Can  Tho. 


(d)  Tho  Squadron  was  reassigned  to  l64th  Combat  Aviation  Croup 
on  3  Juno  1968  (General  Orders  Number  3610  KQ  1st  Avn  We  dated  8  Juno  1968). 
S  IVoop  was  attached  to  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group  for  p4.1  pui  poses  loss 
transfer,  prom.otion ,  and  requisition  authoi'ity  which  ronolncd  with  this  unit. 
However,  it  become  roadily  apparent  that  the  Squadron  could  not  provide  the 
necoseary  administrative  support  for  B  Troop  from  Vinh  Long.  Coordination 
»fith  3.2th  Conbat  Aviation  C^oup  and  Ist  Aviation  Brlcndo  resulted  in  tho 
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attachraont  of  B  Droop  to  12th  Coirbct  .iviction  Group  for  all  purpoaoB  on 
14  June  1968  (General  Orders  JJunber  3881  Ist  Avn  Ede  dated  19  June  1968), 

(a)  Ourlnp  the  latter  port  of  June  and.  the  oontb  of  July^ 
Infusion  continuod  to  bo  a  priority  project  for  the  S>1,  Offioer  and  Warrant 
Officer  infusion  will  be  conpletod  rdthln  the  tlmo  frane  prescribed  by  0S*tRV 
RsfOilation  614-9.  Con&idorable  difficult^'  has  boon  onoounterd  regarding 
enlisted  infusion.  lositive  action  has  boon  taken  to  initiate  the  progran] 
the  difficulty  lies  vdthin  the  particular  ^t)S  and  skills  requlrod  by  the  Air 
Cavalry  Squadron  and  aemarking  sinllar  units  with  which  to  Infuse.  Problem 
ni’oas  have  been  referred  through  appropriate  coamand  channels  for  action. 
Completion  of  the  enlistod  Infusion  program  is  anticipated  in  December. 

(f)  Critical  shortages  ra'iain  the  enlisted  combat  M08 
structure  (11B,C,D,H)  with  the  most  serious  ahortcoolngs  being  the  IIB  and 
liD  B5  and  S6  slots.  Officer  and  V.'arrant  Officer  reploooments  during  the 
reporting  period  have  Inerenaed  considerably. 

(g)  On  29  July  the  folloidng  maintenance  units  arrived  at  Vinh 
Long  to  Join  the  aquodront 

I 

370th  Transportation  Dotachrent 
37lDt  TVonsportatlon  Detachment 
3d  Signal  Detachment 
819th  Signal  Dotcchmont 

The  370th  1C  Detachment  aM  819th  Signal  Dotaohnent  were  attached 

to  A  Troop. 

Ih'  371st  1C  Dotachnent  and  3d  Signal  Detachment  were  attached 

to  C  Troop, 

(h)  The  Squadron  continues  to  fill  lOOjS  of  its  WB  allocations 
with  n  standing  wdltlng  list, 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  avmrds  and  dccc-r '•i'—s  have 
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(a)  Tlio  Squoiii  .■>a  (-)  started  the  nonth  of  May  with,  tho  troops 
remaining  operational  while  proparing  for  a  unit  move  to  Vinh  long.  B  Troop 
remained  In  support  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  at  D1  /in  (XS9105)  •  series 
of  six  convoys  wore  schedulod  fr«n  4-12  It'.y  to  complete  tho  unit  move  with  D 
Troop  providing  security  for  the  novoment  of  those  elements. 


(b)  On  4  Moj''  1968,  while  preparing  for  movemont,  4  Itoop  wns 
diverted  from  its  respective  operational  area  to  a  location  2  km  northoo.st  of 
Di  /Ji  (XS9105)  to  check  out  a  report  of  200  VC  in  vicinity  of  coordinates 
XS925143.  4  Troop  engaged  what  turned  out  to  be  the  5th  Dong  l-al  Regiment 
in  an  oight  hour  battle  ending  trj  rdplitfall.  D  Troop  coiimittod  2  platoons  t-: 
be  inserted  with  4  Troop's  infantry  platoon  to  swoop  tho  area.  The  Pquadrer. 

(-)  was  credited  with  134  VC  KI4  for  tho  day's  opjration.  The  follov.dng 
morning  4  Troop  again  vrorked  tho  same  area  of  the  previous  days  activities 
and  was  credited  with  an  additional  78  VC  KI4,  Just  northeast  of  the  active 
area,  4  Troop  encountered  tvfo  50  caliber  positions  ard  cenfirnod  an  additional 
58  VC  KI4.  One  50  caliber  was  captured  and  ono  destroyed  during  the  days  oper- 
4  Troop  temporarily  halted  all  mov'emont  preparations  and  rema.ined 
OftlON  CO  tho  1st  Infpxitr:/  Division  until  26  Jfay.  1968.  D\;ring  this  period;, 

4  Troop  accounted!  for  a  total  of  344  VC  KI4  (BC).  4  Troop  conir.enccd  the  move 

to  '/irfi  Long  on  27  Ma;r  and  closed  on  29  May,  1968, 


(c)  B  Troop  was  placed  OPCCIJ  to  the  9th  U.S.  Infantry  Division 
,n  5  May  1968  and  remained  in  this  status  until  5  •Tune  1968.  B  Troop  was 
orodited.  with  I6I  VC  KB4  (EC)  during  this  period  working  in  and  around  tho 
"algon,  Tan  /n,  and  Dong  Ton  aroa.  The  Troop  was  attached  to  the  3d  Squadron, 
17th  41r  Cavalry,  staging  out  of  Oi  /ji  (XS9105)  on  14  June  196'  . 


(d;  C  Troop  was  OPCCN  to  tho  IVth  CT2,  remaining  at  ■'i-.-.h  long 
(XSO433)  during  tho  reporting  period,  conducting  operations  within  tlic  Delta,. 
The  primary  emphasis  of  missions  from  4-29  ^^ay  68  was  involved  witn  tho  .44th 
Special  Zone  and  the  9th  U.S.  Infantry  Division.  C  Trc...  eecsunU  d  for  a  totr.l 
of  156  VC  KI4  (BC)  during  this  period, 

(e)  The  Squadron  (-)  closed  Vinh  Long  or.  29  ■'K’  beger. 

operations  to  establish  a  base  camp  and  perimeter  secirit;'. 

(f)  The  "Elackhawks"  bocame  oporation."!  rt  Vinh  Lone  on  4  June 
68,  The  Squadron  was  given  the  primaiy  mission  of  conducting  OPUL-TIOh 
BUX:KH4WK  in  tho  44th  Special  Tactical  Zone.  4  secondary  rdssion  was  to 
provide  ono  4i"  Cav  Trocr,  tc  support  m-ch  of  th;;  throe  ..RV.<  d.ivisions  each 
week,  4  end  C  'Troops  connuctod  border  survoillmcc  .aiid  Intcrdiictton  along 
the  Cambodian  bcrdoi'  v-dthin  tho  44th  STL.  4  Troop’s  nrer  of  oporrtion  wns 
Chau  Doo  and  Kion  Gianv  Provinces  stoging  ou'.  of  Clri  Long.  C  Troop';  nrou  of 
operation  was  in  I'lcn  Phuong  and  Klen  Tuong  Provinces  staging  out  r  .be  Hoa. 

D  Troop  supported  as  reouired,  in  either  area  on  a  mission  t;q5G  '.asis.  Each 
4ir  Cev  Troop  esta.blishGd  lirAson  capabilities  at  their  respective  sV.gii.g 
areas.  The  mission  consisted  of  reconnaissance,  search  and  destroy  operations 
conducted  on  a  24  hour  basis  in  spocifiod  areas  as  deteminod  It,'  the  44tLi  STZ 
Intelligence  information,  Mditlor.ally,  night  interdiction  nissions  wore 
accomplished  using  OVI//JD.G  huntor-klllor  terms  in  pro-deterninod  locations 
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O-lonn  tho  border*  UlRP^a  vrere  used  per  iodic  oily  bj'  Ixsth  Air  Cav  Troops  to 
observe  end  report  the  ncoronont  of  Vt  across  tho  border  during  the  howrs  of 
darkness.  ?lro  Teons  and  a  flare  ship  ronainod  on  standby  at  ti  i  staglni'  area 
to  react  to  target  Infornntion,  IBRP's  wero  inserted  at  last  light  and  extraotad 
at  first  light  the  follovdng  day.  The  Squadron  (-)  conducted  0PBU*TI0H  OlACK- 
HAWK  vdth  tiro  (2)  Air  Cev  Troops  except  uhon  required  to  provide  one  troop 
waokly  in  support  of  9th,  7th,  and  21st  /HVII  Division  operations, 

(p)  During  Oh'iJlATIo;'  DIACKiXJK,  C  Troop,  on  28  June  6C,  uncovered 
one  of  tho  largest  amo  caches  found  in  Vlotnairv,  The  find  vus  made  in  tho 
vicinity  of  tho  Parrot's  Beak  (XS304929).  Negative  eneny  activity  or  contact 
was  node  in  the  area  ard  lUko  Forces  wero  inserted  to  secure  the  area  until  all 
findings  vfero  evacueted  to  fioe  Hoa,  See  Inolosuro  ji<3.  A  large  weapons  ©ni 
anno  chacho  v/as  also  discovered  by  A  Tifoop  on  1  July  68  southwest  of  Chi  long 
vicinity  (VS875430)i  see  Inolosuro  ^4.  The  cunulativo  rosults  of  OPKATION 
DlAClUV.i^  ore  listed  in  Inclosure  #5. 

(h)  The  Squadron  (-)  vra.s  called  off  OP'^b'.TIOt!  BlACKH/iWK  frcoi 

11  to  19  July  1968  for  on  operation  i/ith  the  44th  Special  Tactical  Zona  in  the 
vioinlt''  of  tho  Seven  llountoins  in  tho  northwestern  part  of  the  Oolta  (VS985475). 
A  and  D  Thoops  backed  bj'  C  Troop,  under  aquadron  control,  portlolpatad  wltti 
tho  44th  Special  Tactical  Zone  units  in  an  oporatlon  to  seise  and  exploit  a 
VC  dominate  nountoln  in  Chau  Doc  Province.  The  operation  proved  the  ablllt'’ 
of  the  /JlVl'  and  Anorican  Troops  to  exploit  end  hold  the  mountain  for  an  extended 
period  of  tirno,  0  Troop  confimed  13  KIA  during  the  operation  while  providing 
a  blocking  forco  along  the  base  of  tho  mountain, 

(i)  A  chart  of  cumulative  results  for  the  reporting  period  for 
tho  Squadron  is  attached  as  Inolosuro 

(j)  Tho  breakdovm  of  days  tho  units  \rore  engagod  bj'  t^rpo 
activity  during  the  reporting  period  is  as  follows; 


1  Training  days  .  0 

£  Troop  Ibvonont . 10 

2  Operational  ...............  82 

TOTAL  DAYS . 92 


(3)  IntolliEcnco! 

(a)  Squadron  Liaison; 

JStoT  the  conplotlon  of  the  Squadron  novonent  from  D1  An 
(III  Corps)  to  Vinh  Long  (IV  Corps),  the  S-2  oxporionoed  difficulties  in 
establishing  a  direct  Intelligence  Infornation  flow  within  the  IV  Corps  area, 

A  liaison  effort  \tcs  node  to  collect  all  infornation  pertaining  to  enemy 
activity,  cache  sites,  base  cenp  aroas,  infiltration  routes  and  last  unit 
sightings  Tfithln  tho  areas  of  operation.  Intalllgence  arenclos  vdthln  tho 
IV  GTZ  woro  visited  to  include  each  of  the  throe  ARVh  Division  (7th,  9th  and 
Zlst),  the  IV  Corps  G-2,  the  44th  Special  Tactical  Zone  (1-2,  and  the  I64th 
Conbat  Aviation  Group  S-2.  Bach  liaison  visit  resulted  in  tho  sons  problem  areas 
being  discussed]  that  is,  dlssonination  of  intelligence  to  the  user.  Dally 
occurcto  intoUigonoo  is  necessarj’’  for  tho  Squadron  to  accomplish  its  assigned 
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tilsslon  any\rhera  in  the  Delt/!  nrer.»  a  llr.lson  visit  ■.'ith  the  S-2,  164th 
Conibot  Aviation  Group  establlshod  intllif^once  supijort  from  the  aviation 
rosouroes  vdthln  tho  Delta,  This  oJllows  Intrlliponce  to  bo  flltored  back  to 
the  Squadron  fron  fixed  Lrinp  aircraft  pemcnontly  stationed  in  various  provinces 
end  district  tovms  In  the  IV  Corps  CTZ, 

(b)  Preaentl;',  all  available  Intelllponco  Infornatlcn  is  atlll 
not  rcnohlnf  the  Squadron,  The  oollaotion  effort,  fornulation  of  BKI  and  a 
collection  plan  ore  aaxabllshed,  Inteuns  fron  the  Squadron  covering  dally 
er.ejnji'  activity  and  ciifcrrr  sightings  within  the  IVoop/^uadron  area  of  operation 
are  prepared  and  sent  aocuro  RTT  to  the  S-2,  164th  Combat  Aviation  Group. 

ARVM  Divlaiona,  Frovineo,  District  end  IV  Corps  Intsums  are  being  sent  by 
oountorpart/odvisorr ,  to  tho  Squadron  to  inrovlde  better  intolligenoe  of  the 
entire  aron,  Ihoso  Intstirs,  however,  are  usually  24  to  36  hours  old  on  rooeipt; 
thus  the  Intelllgo’-ico  effort  does  not  contain  tir'cl.  intolligcnco  for  quick 
operctloncl  roaetion,  Ihis  Into  ir.tolligonco  does  not  pernit  the  Squadron 
to  koop  on  oeouTf.to  updated  enemy  situation,  Iho  Squodron  no;;  he  called  upon 
to  operate  in  or.y  yiven  oporntior  al  oroa  ot  anj'  tino. 

^c)  In  anticipation  of  the  Squadron  novenont  to  tho  IV  Corps 
area,  naps  wfjro  requisitioned  and  were  on  hand  whon  the  Squadron  arrived  vrithdi'. 
the  Delta  ersc.  It  has  been  found,  after  operations  v.dthln  tho  Delta,  that 
the  r\C3t  peadtlcpl  naps  to  use  ore  1»50,000  end  lil00,000»  Tho  lil00,000  nc.p 
provides  adoquc.to  covorago  of  tho  area  of  operation  m'’  allows  detrilai  ro^er- 
oncea  to  aviation  personnel  flj'ing  at  lot/  altitudos  vdth  n  rissicn  of  visual 
roeonnalssanco,  Itost  ground  units  t-rlthln  the  Delta  plan  operations  using 
Ii50,r00  nc.ps* 

(d)  A  rccuost  for  /JlVW  Intorprctor  porsonncl  to  bo  oosifned  to 
tho  Squadron  on  a  pornenont  basis  wr.s  sent  to  tho  Corranding  Officer,  164th 
Conbat  Aviation  Group  on  11  Juno  196(?,  The  asslgiv.iont  cf  these  interprotors 
t/ill  enhance  this  unit's  roconnaisscnco  capolxllit  •  vrithin  tlvs  Delta  area, 
conbot  offcctivoness,  reduce  tho  language  barrlor,  oj'd  expedite  interrogation 
and  rapid  roDctlon.  Tho  request  included  one  IJIVT!  officer  for  cock  troop  to 
cot  as  a  oountorport.  The  Interpreter  i/cnild  be  utilized  in  crch  flir  Cev  Troop 
to  accompany  the  acro-rifle  platoon  and  v/ithln  D  Troop  frj'e:;  (3)  would  bo 
required  to  acconpcp.'''  each  rGocnnclssrnce  platoon.  The  arrival  of  &  V'-'oop 
would  creat  on  additional  reouiramont  of  one  officer  iu;d  or.o  i:  terproter. 
Proscntl”  tho  Squadron  has  rocclvod  eight  (8)  interpreters  wliich  Fiava  boon 
cssignod  to  the  troops  presently  located  horo. 

(e)  'Vitiin  the  F/  Corps  CTZ,  tho  Squndror's  dcil  •  mission  plr.ces 
one  or  both  Air  Cav  Ti-oops  and/or  the  ground  troop  OPCOI!  to  eitlier  ?.  AHV" 
Division  or  to  tho  44th  Spoeial  IbctlcaJ.  Zone.  POW  collection  vnd  interrogation 
tokos  ploco  within  /JlVl^  chonncls,  thus  losing  juuch  IntolUgonoc  gath.;ririg 
inrorr-r.ticn.  It  is  felt  that  this  Squodron  should  be  aupnented  i.dth  i'3  ^dlltor;; 
JntolUgenco  personnel  or  cqulvalont  ARVI?  intarrogation  tgai'a  to  properly  prcccs 
■theso  parsonnol,  IntoUlgcnoo  roceivod  from  those  PV/'s  could  then  bo  acted  upon 
In  a  most  tlnol;;  and  expeditious  manner, 

(f)  Captured  uoapons  col''ectod  idtliin  the  IV  Corps  CTZ,  r.s  \d.th 

"the  POW  colloctlon,  b;  Squadron  porsonnol  ognin  goes  to  the  respective  unit 
vrlth  vdilch  tho  Squartron/Troop  is  worklrig.  Ho  accountrhillt;,'  o:d.sts  after 
thoy  CTO  evccuatil,  ^ 
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(r)  Pcrip.otor  eocurit:;  of  Vinh  Long'  Airflold  conplox  hos  boon 
greatly  inprovod  alnoo  tho  orrtval  of  tho  Squr.dron*  Instcllation  of  15  foot 
towors,  bunkoro,  106rm  UR  positions  cind  81nr',  rortnr  positions  have  boon 
conplatod.  Additional  tovrors  aro  bolnp  built,  Jliphtly,  tho  S(]uodron  provides 
porinoter  dofonso  in  one-hnlf  of  the  Vinh  Lonp  Airfield  jwlJTetar.  Ibis  entails 
Q  forco  of  67  arnod  Squadron  porsonnol,  3  -  SlriT'  mortars  and  crows,  2  -  106om  RR 
weapons  cmd  cra\r3,  rjid  a  rondy  reaction  force  of  two  plrtoons  of  D  lipoop  on 
a  nlphtlY  stondtr  ,  A  problem  exists  within  porlnotor  securitj'  dofonso  when  tho 
Squadron  is  involved  in  a  operation  rooulrlnf-'  the  Squadron  units  to  ronnln  away 
from  homo  base  for  more  thoa  daylifht  hours.  This  loavos  tho  Squadron  porlnotor 
sector  to  bo  manned  end  dofondod  bj'  Squadron  (-), 

(a)  Safety I 

(a)  Hioi'o  'waro  seven  (7)  accidonts  during  Tioy,  Juno  and  July. 

Six  ocourod  In  the  Ofl.6A,  ono  in  the  AH-IG,  ^olloidny  is  a  brief  resume  of 
those  accidonts. 


1  C  Troop;  OH-6/i,  14  lay*  llatorial  falluro,  fuel  hoso. 
/J.rcraft  exporloncod  onjlno  failure,  crashod  and  austalnod  major  domapo. 

2  G  Troop;  OIi-6/..,  14  lloyi  Fuel  exhaustion  (fuel  puago  stuck 
ct  170  pounds  indicated),  aircraft  crashed  and  sustained  major  damago. 

2,  E  Iboop;  OIT-6/%,  27  Ilayi  Aircraft  took  off,  maintenance  was 
workir.p  on  riroroft,  bed  not  roloased  it.  Fuel  hose  was  not  attachod.  Aircraft 
ornshod  and  sustoinoxi  major  daraofo. 

4  A  Troop;  0H-6A,  3  Juno*  Anti-torque  falluj'o,  aircraft 
croshod  end  sustained  total  damago, 

2,  C  Troop;  OH-6/i,  11  Junoi  Anti- torque  failure,  aircraft 
crashod  and  sustr.inori  major  danago. 

4  A  Troop;  OII-fA,  8  Julj'j  Aircraft  settled  with  nowor, 
crashed  and  austalnod.  total  donage. 

2  A  Troop;  All-IG,  15  July*  Aircraft  fleir  into  frovind  on 
night  mission.  Aircraft  sustained  total  dm.iago. 

(b)  Ho  trend  has  boon  established  in  these  accidents.  JJ.though 
loss  of  antl-tOTPuo  vms  a  factor  in  t\;o  0H-6A'3,  the  feiluros  vrare  in  dlfforont 
components.  Svon  though  a  trend  is  not  present,  a  pattern  docs  moke  Itself  ^ 
quite  apparent.  Tho  OK-GA's  and  /d— lG*s  fly  approxi) mtcly  the  8qj''.o  nw'.bor  of 
hours,  UH-lC's  and  UlI-lH's  fly  fovrer  hours  but  are  still  present  on  most 
missions.  Ho*-rever,  out  of  seven  accidents  during  the  CRLL  period,  six  wore 
in  the  0H-6A'a.  Data  are  br/  no  means  widespread  cr  comprehensive  enough  to 
nnnlrso  rnd  deduce  moonlngful  conclusions  from  this  fact.  If,  however,  this 
pattern  is  country  »d.de,  it  is  rocommonded  that  a  study  bo  node  to  detcmlno 
cause  factors  Involved  and  alleviate  thcjm, 

(e)  Loose  sand  and  other  materials  on  the  parking  ramp  oTid  around 
revot.ionts  continues  to  be  a  problem.  ConstoJit  dotcrloration  of  the  penaprimo 
surface  is  rgpravetad  by  rotor  •.msl:,  Keorly  one  pound  of  penaprino  tos  found 
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In  ths  anplne  inlet  of  q  OH-6/i. 

(d)  Increflsod  con''anc1  or-phasla  on  anfcty  has  ’innlfestod  itself 
In  improved  flying  tochniouest  ^uo  to  this  conatimt  onphcsis,  our  people  hove 
become  anfoty  conoioua  end  vfo  cntlciprto  a  lower  e.ooidont  rr.tc  in  the  future. 

(5)  Conriunicationa: 

(a)  In  liny  the  Squadron  was  involved  in  r.ovinf  fror  D1  An  to 
Vlnh  Long.  During  the  nova  it  was  ncoosac.rj'  to  maintain  l:oth  forvrard  end  ronr 
nreo  cornunlcctions.  Boenuao  of  the  United  capability  of  the  TOl?  equipment  and 
poraonnol,  v/o  were  spread  to  the  moxirniia.  The  Squadron  radio  and  vdro  nets 
vroro  operational  in  D1  An  until  the  last  wook  of  the  month  to  support  the 
Head.ouartcrs  TCC  in  continuing  our  mission.  TnlB  also  afforded  a  dual  noans 

of  coordi'^rtlrif-  tho  novonent  of  troops  and  equipment  to  Vinh  7>onp.  A  bare 
ninimun  of  personnel  were  kept  for  the  operating  of  the  equlunont  while  tho 
najortt:'  of  the  men  were  sent  ahead  to  build  and  prepare  ^e  novr  area  for 
i’-’mediato  control, 

(b)  Teletype  and  voice  oomiiunications  vnere  mointainod  vrlth  the 
12th  Combat  Aviation  Group  until  the  middle  of  liay.  The  teletype  circuit  '.ts 
doactivr.tod  first  so  tho  cr^Toto  equipment  could  be  stored  at  Tan  Son  Khut, 

Tlila  vrc'.s  nocossar''  since  the  cri'.'pto  area  was  destroyed  and  the  now  cjoa  rt 
Vinh  Lonp  had  not  been  completed.  Voice  communication  vras  maintained  vdth  12th 
Combat  Aviation  Group  until  tho  third  vreok  and  then  tho  Squadron  loft  the  net. 
For  the  Ir.st  portion  of  the  month  all  communications  ware  maintained  vdth  the 
1st  Aviation  Brigade, 

(c)  In  Vinh  Long,  vrork  was  progressing  very  rapid  1;  .  T  o  ttinpor- 
oxv  TCC  was  nearing  completion  by  the  first  of  June  end  the  COiC'l  TiT:  vms  being 
odded  by  utilizing  conexos.  The  field  vdre  systcr’.  was  o;'3rrtic--.a.l  b  tho  end 
of  the  first  day  since  the  preparation  had  included  layinp  lae  line  +o  orch 
subscriber.  Ad.ditlonal  fringe  subscribers  wore  added  laUr  as  time j'^’rmittcyl. 

.t!-;  Comnunlcntions  v/ere  established  vdth  164th  Combat  Aviation  Group  and  the 
Aiv\'3C2  vTOrking  v-dth  1st  Aviation  Drlgado  was  deactivated,  during  the  first 
v.'eok,  A  second  AMA3C2  was  activated  during  tho  firct  v'cik  to  c-unruimicatc  vdth 
r*  Troop,  which  hod  ronainod  behind  at  Di  An, 

(d)  Throughout  tho  remainder  of  June,  Ir'-rrovr  ojT,  o'  tho  CCICENTEFI 
area  was  continued,  and  tho  installation  of  dial  tolopho.  os  ’.;rn  atariod.  Tho 
basic  plan  for  essential  dial  telephones  was  glvon  tc  t)iG  iirea  Conmunicction 
Center  in  tho  latter  part  of  lia;'.  Tho  Initial  pirn  consisted  of  appr oximotely 
twenty  (20)  linos,  which  wore  for  tlvo  Kf  staff,  Squadron  TCC,  anrl  tho  troop 
HQ's  and  TOC's.  Discussion  vdth  tho  Detachnent  Cormrnder  of  C/52^'  'dfnal 
Battalion  revealed  that  the  capability  of  the  existing  ccblo  in  tlic  Sc  -pdron 
temporary  location  vms  seventeen  (17)  linos  vrhich  would  have  boor,  s^afcrciont 
had  all  boon  sorvicerblo.  As  establiehncnt  of  the  r/stoi’  prorressed,  cable 

of ter  cable  turned  bad}  as  a  result  of  this  defective  cable,  a  five  pair  cable 
vms  Inatalled  Ir/  7/1  Conno  Platoon,  This  enabled  tho  priority  linos  to  be 
iiiotnllod  and  oddod  a  dual  system  to  the  Dial  Central  Office, 
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C.  0K)ffOC^  ^  4. 

(a)  Slfmrl  Jaliiton'-nco  for  t)ia  Squadron  was  not  avoilebla  In  Vinh 
Lon^i  so  o  eoulpnent  donslty  list  wts  subltted  to  the  Slat  lielntaJUinoa  Battalion 
in  Can  Iho.  Ihe  malntcnanco  facility  Is  oquipjjod  and  ntnnad  to  provide  dlreot 
support,  Hov/evor,  tho  IwokloR  and  resulting  delaj'  ncjla  it  naoessor^  to  seek 
suf^rt  elsewfaora.  k  Viotnai^.esa  Qcnaral  Support  FrolUty  In  Vlnh  long  aooeptad 
job  requasts  on  ahy  vrtro  oqttipnont,  AM  radios^  and  25’s,  However,  thej' 

did  not  have  tha  capabilltr'  to  repair  any  AN/VRC  12  sories  radios  or  assooiated 
erulpmant.  Aa  of  thia  data,  tha  AM/VRC  12  sarlea  radios  and  oonponants  are 
being  taken  to  the  Slat  iiolntananoe  Dattalion,  but  the  naoaaaary  repair  iwrk 
is  not  being  aoeompllshad.  Tuonty-two  (22)  ploeoa  of  aqulpvant  including 
tvrelvo  ATS24/VRC  have  occunulatod  ainoa  Jlina  end  there  ia  atill  no  progress 
being  node. 


(f)  Ihroughout  the  period  tho  mjorlty  of  oiar  effort  >*b  spent 
in  oonataructlon  end  estf -uishriont  of  conriunlcations,  Ihe  two  noat  aarious 
proble'is  during  the  reporting  period  two  ancountared  with  the  dial  talaphonea 
and  slgnnl  nalntanonco.  Bjr  tho  end  of  July,  tho  availability  of  dial  aasnrice 
for  tho  porlod  was  leaa  than  yffi  oven  thou'h  the  Squadron  ha^  inatellod  a 
second  five  pair  cable  and  repair  »ra3  bning  acctopllshed  at  the  Pete  of 
nj'proxlrmtoly  one  iten  every'  two  to  three  weeks  i 

(6)  Logistics  and  Tranaportetlon 

(a)  During  the  nonth  of  hA''  and  the  first  faW  days  of  June,  the 
Squadron  (-)  oor^pletod  a  nova  to  Vinh  Long,  On  tho  noming  of  4  *kiy,  19^, 

IPoop  D  and  the  advance  elenents  of  A  Ikoop  departed  D1  An  for  Vinh  long  by 
convoy.  The;’  closod  Vinh  Long  that  evening  vdth  all  vohioloa.  On  2  June  68, 
the  last  convoy  closed  Vinh  Long.  During  the  period  4  iiay  68  to  2  Juno  68, 
elghty-tvfo  (82)  stake  and  platform  tnwsk  loads  wore  novsd  to  Vinh  Lo'ig,  Wiese 
trucks  were  furnished  Ir'  the  48th  TPensportation  Group  on  the  direction  of 
Saigon  aipport  Comnand  Ibvonont  Control  Center,  /idditonclly,  oil  Squodron 
vahlcles  assigned  to  HHT,  A,  and  D  IVoops  carrlod  full  lords,  Wjo  USAF  hauled 
91  passengers  irith  200  lbs  of  baggage  each  fron  D1  An  to  Vinh  long.  A  lC4th 
Combat  Aviation  Group  Chinook  hauled  19  passengors  ■'Ith  2»0OO  lb*  of  cargo 
from  01  An  to  Vinh  Long  to  establish  tho  forward  CP,  Ihe  USH  previried  two 
LST's  which  hauled  conexes,  lumber,  tents,  end  other  equlpr.ert  f/onn  Hev^iort  to 
Vinh  Long,  A  contract  ABf  T  bargo  laoved  a  load  of  non-nission  ewent  al  equijv 
nent  from  Nev(j>ort  to  Vinh  Long.  D  Troop  provided  escort  for  each  ac^vo5'■  >/lth 
one  platoon.  On  tv/o  occasions  sniper  fire  was  received  br  the  convoy,  >Iaoh 
time  the  escort  platoon  msnouvered  their  lC56m  rsoollless  rifles  into  position 
nnti  silenced  the  anlpare.  Orly  tiro  vehicles  were  danagefl  mines  during  tho 
entire  period  of  the  ooveniant  and  there  wre  no  serloue  injuries.  This  is 
especially  sliuiiflcant  considering  that  tho  convoys  hart  to  move  throuf^  S^igoa 
during  the  seoozvl  T3T  Offensive  period, 

(b)  The  most  difficult  problem  this  Squadron  had  to  oopo  vrlth  was 
insufficient  time  between  nctlficrtlon  anrt  time  of  movement,  li/XlV  vrould  issue 
c  novomant  order,  Soch  honrtquarters  down  the  lino  would  take  a  fov;  da^’S  to 
process  the  order,  tho  time  »ro  received  the  order,  we  had  Insufflciont  tine 
to  react.  Wo  were  never  ar.  IWPO  ertdrossse  on  any  meeaago.  The  moving  unit 
needs  tho  most  load  tine  to  prepare  for  novsm'^nt,  not  the  controlling  headquarters 
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(c)  The  Sainon  Support  Corintnd  Ilovctwnt  Control  Center  provided 
outetnndinf  support.  This  was  not  the  case  with  requests  tlirouph  TilA  for 
LST's.  It  required  alroat  3C  days  to  rocoivo  tha  first  LST  after  the  requests 
and  TOf-D's  were  hand  carried  to  Tii&»  Ihe  requests  for  US,.F  transport  of 
passenpere  vms  expedited  HiA  tnd  outstanding  support  vras  provided, 

(d)  Durl’T  cur  stcy  at  Di  An  the  1st  ST:!  Dattrlion  of  the 

Ist  Infontrj'  Division  provided  our  Class  I  support,  This  support  was  outstmd- 
inp,  providing  more  than  adequate  supplies  of  Fiil]<f  ice  crean,  fresh  ej-ps  and 
ice.  At  Vlnh  Long  we  are  supported  tr/'  the  Ist  LOG  Coriinand  Class  I  Activity 
located  at  Can  Iho,  During  our  first  month  at  Vinh  Long  this  vmit  recoived 
fresh  milk  only  tidce  and  did  not  receive  any  ice  croon  or  ice,  Sovoral 
staff  visits  to  the  Class  I  Activity  have  partially  corrected  this  problein. 
Trnnsportptlon  seems  to  bo  the  major  problem  at  the  present  tine, 

(o)  Class  II  &  IV  support  vras  socurod  direct  from  the  14tli  ICC 
end  the  208th  ond  506th  Field  Depots  at  Long  Binli  while  the  Squadron  vras 
^rasotl  at  Di  An,  Class  I  C  IV  support  at  Vlnh  Long  is  provided  from  Vunr  Tau, 
Transportation  is  s  very  serious  problom«  There  is  normally  a  60  to  90  dj  -s 
lapse  between  date  of  requisition  oni'l  dete  of  receipt  cf  supplies  at  Vinh 
Long,  This  recuircs  ?'oro  proclso  forecasts  of  supplies  end  equipment  that 
will  be  needed, 

(f)  Gloss  III  C'.  V  supplies  are  generally  available  throughout 
tlis  r/  Corps  aroo.  Most  Iccetions  have  inadequate  storage  facilities  and 
tliereforo  cannot  support  sustained  operations  vrithout  air  resupply.  Request 
for  a  large  Class  V  storage  area  at  Can  Iho  and  c  siiallar  one  r,t  Vlnh  Long 
lie.ve  been  approved.  As  soon  as  suitable  real  estate  is  procured,  tl'esc 
facilities  will  be  constructed,  Theso  facilities  vdLll  provide  tbe  '^'■'.y 
reserve  necessary  for  operations  in  this  area,  Mcquate  faciliUcs  -c:-  Class  V 
ere  needed  in  men’/  locations,  especially  those  located  near  l>t.  loiter, 

/dequate  Class  III  facilities  should  also  be  constructorl  rt  ops.-itjr:ia] 

bases  loccteri  near  the  border* 

(g)  Adequate  trocp  billots  are  being  ronstruatri  bv  IX’tli  jquudiO'-. 
Troop  labor  end  the  69th  iJnnlncer  Dattalion,  Five  120-mar  type  barrac'  s 

have  been  constructed  br?  the  engineers.  Twenty-seven  cu'-ierly  rooxS,  '’uy;  1-; 
roor-.s,  riinht  operations,  and  BOQ  t:,qpo  buildlnfs  have  been  oo'Ttr vctc-'  !/' 
Squadron  Troop  labor.  Six  moro  troop  barrncks  will  be  coustr  'ctel  in  t'le 
near  futi're  plus  a  squadron  headquarters  building, 

(h)  Aircraft  maintenance  hangars  have  been  apiToved  for  tiie 
squadron  lu't  construction  lias  not  begun,  Tomporar'/  structures  (tent,  Siicll 
tin  buildings)  presently’  in  use  seriouel  •  restrict  the  efficiency  of  t '3 
paintenanco  operations, 

(i)  There  are  no  storage  facilities  available  to  the  sci"'  iron 
except  in  tents  and  conex  containers.  Securit  of  eGulpnont  nntl  su;  nlies 
In  tents  has  been  a  problem, 

(j)  A  largo  Squadron  Motor  Pool  and  S-/  Storage  '/ard  Is  being 
graded  and  drained  at  present.  Construction  of  these  facilities  s!;oulu  begin 
shortl’f. 

-9- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1.  Section  II,  Lessons  Learned 

A.  Commander's  Observation,  Evaluations  and  Recotmendatlons 
(1)  Personnel 

(a)  AH-IG  Qualified  Aviators 

Observation:  This  organization  is  authorized  36  AH>1G 
qualified  aviators  and  presently  has  34  assigned;  however,  the  qualified  Cobra 
pilot  shortage  Is  magnified  by  a  grade  Imbalance. 

2  Evaluation:  Of  the  34  assigned  AK-IG  qualified  aviators, 
six  are  in  the  grade  of  Major  or  Captain  performing  command  and  staff  positions 
other  than  as  Cobra  Aviators.  This  is  necessitated  by  virtue  of  their  grade 
and  experience.  Thus  Che  gun  platoons  are  effectively  short  eight  aviators 
rather  than  two. 


2  Recornnendatlons: 

£  A  greater  ratio  of  warrant  officers  and  Junior  officers 
(1st  and  2d  Lieutenants)  be  programmed  Into  Cobra  transition  training  rather 
than  senior  company  grade  and  field  grade  officers. 

b  That  sufficient  quotas  for  in-country  transition 
training  be  granted  to  meet  the  minimum  needs  of  the  squadron. 

(b)  Fragmentation  of  Headquarters  Personnel 

^  Observation:  B  Troop  was  attached  to  the  12th  Combat 
Aviation  Group  and  further  attached  to  the  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  on 
14  June  1968  for  all  purposes  to  include  personnel  promotion,  transfer,  and 
requisition  authority. 

2  Evaluation;  The  personnel,  finance,  maintenance  and  other 
support  section  of  the  headquarters  are  designed  to  support  the  squadron  as 

a  whole  and  cannot  be  effectively  fragmented  to  support  organic  units  attached 
to  ocher  units.  In  the  case  of  B  Troop,  3/17  ACS  requested  and  received 
additional  support  personnel  from  this  unit's  headquarters  to  augment  their 
headquarters  element  in  order  to  properly  support  B  troop,  7/1  ACS.  It  is 
not  practical  under  the  present  MTOE  to  fragment  the  headquarters  support 
personnel  (Example:  There  are  three  personnel  records  clerks  -  1  officer 
records  and  2  enlisted  records  -  to  maintain  five  (5)  Troop's  personnel  records) 
to  support  organic  units  during  a  period  of  attachment. 

3  Recommendations: 

a  That  due  consideration  be  given  to  the  administrative 
aspects  as  well  as  the  logistical  and  operational  aspects  when  planning  the 
attachment  of  a  separate  Air  Cavalry  Troop  to  another  organization. 
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b  That  the  parent  unit  retain  complete  administrative 
responsibility  unless  excessive  distances  and  poor  conmunications  would  prevent 
adequate  support. 

c_  That  the  receiving  unit  provide  complete  administrative- 
support  from  its  cwn  resources  if  conditions  in  b  above  prevail. 

(c)  .^ssiRnment  of  Officers  and  Enlisted  Men 

^  Observation:  The  Infusion  program,  although  efficient  iii 
adjusting  DEROS  dates,  is  hampering  operations  since  all  personnel  gained  ..ro 
not  necessarily  homogeneously  trained. 

2  Evaluation:  The  time  Involved  in  training  infused  individu¬ 
als  is  considerable  and  deters  from  the  overall  effectiveness  of  operations 
during  the  training  period.  Training  periods  vary  depending  upon  the  duty 
assignment;  Example  -  scout  or  weapons,  as  opposed  to  lift  crews. 

3  Recommendation;  Efforts  be  made  to  replace  infused  per:o!'iu  ; 
with  like-trained  personnel.  A  study  be  made  at  higher  levels  to  determine 

the  overall  effect  of  Infusion  other  than  DEROS  adjustment. 

( d)  Non-Crew  Member  Pay  for  AH-IG  Crew  Chiefs 

1  Observation:  Loss  of  flight  pay  has  had  a  detrimental 
effect  on  morale  of  AH-IG  crew  chiefs. 

2  Evaluation:  There  have  been  definite  morale  problems 
encountered  in  the  AH-IG  armed  helicopter  platoons.  Persunnel  in  units  where 
LOH,  UH-IH  and  UH-IC  crew  chiefs  draw  flight  pay,  the  AH-IG  crew  chief  feels 
slighted  by  his  lack  of  additional  pay.  This  is  especially  true  where  the 
AH-IG  crew  chiefs  have  previously  crewed  aircraft  chat  entitled  them  to  fliglit 
pay. 

^  Recommendation:  That  AH-IG  crew  chiefs  be  authorized 
non-crew  member  flight  pay. 

(2)  Operations: 

(a)  Visual  Reconnaissance 


1  Observation:  Tight  air  cover  tends  to  prevent  the  eneiiiy 
from  exposing  himself  du-'lng  search  and  destroy  type  missions. 

2  Evaluation:  When  a  ground  unit  is  attempting  to  gain 
contact  with  an  enemy  force,  close  cover  by  an  Air  Cavalry  Troop  often  keeps 
them  hidden  in  their  fortified  positions.  Ordinarily  they  would  try  to  evaeuati.  . 
exposing  themselves  to  fr'endly  fire.  Once  a  superior  friendly  force  has 

made  contact  with  a  fortified  force,  the  enemy  chooses  to  remain  in  their 
positions  and  fight  to  the  last  man  as  long  as  there  is  a  threat  Irom  the  ariT;<.d 
ships.  This  results  in  heavier  casualties  inflicted  upon  friendly  forces 


li 

1 


3 


i 

I 


i 


-11- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAl 

thnn  vrould  be  if  the  onorr,'  v«ro  qHowoI  tc  depart  fron  the  area* 

2  Reoor'nondctions:  Once  it  ie  determlnod  the.t  an  onan;' 
force  is  dofondinp  in  position,  tlia  Mr  Ce.vrlr,'  rosouroes  .should  bo  moved  to 
an  area  thrt  apporrs  not  to  threaten  the  onem^r's  v/ithdrowol*  lha  olr  olomentB 
must  remain  close  enoucdi  for  Imnedlato  reaction  Irtion  the  oneny  begin*  withdrawal, 

(b)  TOT  W.th  CS 

1  Observation I  The  eneny  has  learned  that  a  time  on  target 
ar tiller;'  strike  quite  often  follows  an  attack  of  CS  gas  on  thoir  fortified 

positions. 

2  Kvaluati.oni  The  policy  hne  been  that  CS  dropped  on  a 
fortified  target  taken  a  certain  amount  of  time  to  affect  the  porsonnal  in 
fortified  positions  and  In  spidor  holes.  After  the  gna  hne  affected  the 
oneiTiy,  a  t^got  artillor;'  attack  is  executed  vdth  the  purpose  of  hitting  the 
eneiT'  porsonnol  in  tho  open  as  they  attempt  to  oserpo  the  gas.  It  has  been 
observod  that  tho  enor’;'’  has  learned  to  expect  the  artillery  attack  and  wait 
\mtil  it  is  over  before  attempting  to  escape.  Once  the  artlUor,/  fire  has 
ceased,  they  befcln  to  evocuote  their  positions. 

2  Ilecommendatlont  /,fter  a  CS  gas  attack,  initiate  a  falae 
timo  on  target  artillor:/  attack.  Then  wait  long  enough  for  the  groator  part 
of  the  anomy  force  to  evacuate  Its^  positions,  considering  tho  effeote  of  the 
gas,  and  Inltlato  a  full  TOT  att^k, 

(c)  anplovTTtont  .of  Flro  -Teams 

2  Obssrvationi  Requests  are  still  being  roeolvod  from 
supported  units  for  soparate  fire  toons  to  bo  used  for  a  strike  cilsslon  or 
roiiupply  escort, 

2  Evnluntlonj  The  Intogrit;'  of  tho  idr  Cavolr;'  imlt 
corjiot  bo  maintained  vrtien  tho  sections  ore  utilised  in  eeperato  roles. 

2  Reeomnendationi  fJJ.  units  being  supported  b-  /dr  Cavalry 
cparaticns  must  bo  made  a^varo  that  mission  aocorvplishjiiont  la  dependent  upon 
all  sections  of  a  /dr  Cavalry  Ttoop  vrorklnp  togothor  as  a  team. 

(d)  Identification  of  ir.RP»B  Purlnr  lliTht  OperaUons 

1  Observation!  '/hen  iRRP's  are  used  during  nl^t  operations 
to  pinpoint  enom;'  movomonts,  thoir  exact  location  la  difficult  to  determine  when 
pun  support  arrives  overhead. 

2  Bved-uationi  An  adequate  signaling  device  is  necossar;'  on 
all  lERP's  for  the  purpose  of  signaling  overhead  aircraft  idthout  giving  awoy 
their  location  to  onem;'  In  the  vicinity. 

2  Recommendation t  /dl  IRRP's  should  be  equipped  with  a  small 
pocket  strobe  U^t  as  well  as  hand  hold  f loros  to  signal  aircraft  when  Idon- 
tiflcr.tion  Is  noooBsar;'. 
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( e )  Utlll'/fltion  of  Cobyn  Mo>iaw)c  I'untor  Killer  Toons 

1  Observntio/»»  Hie  mlftaion  of  the  Cobra  (AlI-lG)  end  iohaviir 
(G'i-1)  nifht  border  inttrdio lion  niSidona  are  not  obtr.ln.ine  tl'e  best  results. 

2,  Evaluation j  In  order  for  the  hunter-killer  tenn  to  be 
affective,  a  pro-daslrneetod  free  fire  zone  must  bo  established  v/hore  gunshlps 
can  Initintn  passes  as  soon  c.s  toTRet  Inforriation  is  acquired.  Prssuntly,  \.'’nGn 
a  target  is  sonsod  by  the  liohr.v;ka,  tho  fire  teams  ore  required  to  cr.ll  enc:  conCir 
before  initiating  a  firing  pass,  he  soon  as  flares  arc  dropped,  eneny  troops 
or  ssn^pans,  thf.t  ore  trrvoling  oross-countr;,''  or  on  the  rivers  after  drrk,  vail 
\n\m«diatoly  take  evasive  action  or  pull  over  to  tho  side  and  display  floas  or 
lights.  Prior  to  tho  lllurdnatlon,  boats  traveled  incofnlto,  Bj’-  tho  tii-o  a 
check  is  connlota  rad  clearojice  la  obtained,  tho  target  has  disappeared,  vdth 
negative  results. 


2  ?-GConmcndation:  f'ight  curfous  should  be  enforced  so 
that  any  boats  found  in  the  rivers  after  tho  specified  tii'e  arc  dreo  tar-ebs. 

Vy  enforcing  the  curfev»,  free  fire  sones  could  be  established  'bore  obvious 
neve'^'ents  of  boats  or  personnel  could  be  tekon  under  fire  \rithovt  delay  for 
clearance  through  hiV''  ch.annols. 

(f )  Selection  of  L2*a 

1  Obsorvatlons  Selection  of  L2*3  for  the  insertion  of 
infantry  elements  has  too  nuch  emphasis  on  open  areas  end  remaining  at  least  500 
metars  from  treclinas.  ','han  the  infantry  encounters  enom/-  fire,  he  is  pinned 
doim,  and  tho  ability  to  fire  and  maneuver  la  lost  or  restricted. 

2  Evaluation:  Cereful  attention  must  be  gl'.en  to  tha 
selection  of  an  Li  li'.'t  the  infentr’^  cannot  novo  against  onei'y  fortified  ijo.si  b:. 
while  in  the  open  vdihout  taldng  an  unacceptable  amount  of  casualties. 

2  Uccomr.end.a.tiona:  Shphasis  shov’ld  be  placw’  on  .;olcnti.-.g 
Li's  which  vdll  afford  the  infentry  the  abilitv"-  to  menouver  urt  caver  after 
disemharking  the  helicopter.  Aero-Scouts  rnd/or  gun  ships  must  carefully 
i-ccon  the  proposed  LZ  prior  to  insortion  an'’  effoopd  the  unit  comn"and<:r  i  vforr  ri.jo 
as  to  such  an  area  being  clear  of  oner.'.;/, 

(f)  C*~v-15  iianar.lr.es 

1  Observation:  Ihe  tuont  ■  round  i.ir mar  ine  used  idtl;  the 
0/11-15  is  inaderueto  for  scout/observers, 

2  Evaluation:  Observers  in  the  or-f-yl  aircr.aft  often  use 
Irurst  on  target  for  fire  ad.iustnont  i.diile  moving.  Under  norr-rl  cl rcu;  stances, 
even  t.Iio  best  traincf’  observor  using  burst  on  target  will  run  out  of  a;  j 'uim'  ciorj 
prior  to  making  the  kill, 

2  Reoor’irendation;  Tnirt  or  forty  round  magazii'es  shouJa  to 
ri-ecured  and  is.siicd  to  all  LOC  .scout/obsorvers. 


1 
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(h)  PiBinPftUnit  ,TBf M^a  fran  t-’ia  fflfe;64 

X  Observation  I  Crewa  of  the  0M-6A  have  onljr  a  limited 
capability  to  designate  pinpoint  torf^ts  for  the  organic  f9Ui  teaxia  or  reruested 
XHC  i  dr. 

2  iSvnluatlon;  primary  method  of  marking  targets  from 
the  Or-6/.  la  to  have  the  aircraft  overly  the  target,  tnabllnfi  the  observer  to 
drop  a  smoko  grenade  on  the  location.  No  provisions  ere  available  to  allovf  the 
aircraft  to  stand-off  vrlth  a  narking  device* 

Uecommondotloni  The  0H-6A  should  have  a  small  2.75  rookot 
tube  or  eiher  device  for  narkinc  installed  on  the  aircraft  to  provide  the  acout 
with  e  iinitod  marking  capability  at  a  stand-off  distance. 

(I)  T*lra  Piroetion  end  Control  Botvrepn  QV-l  tnd  /*K-A.Q  T^b_ 

L  Observation:  Hot  spots  that  nro  located  tn,'  liohawk  (OV-l) 
feconncisacnce  oircraft  are  frequently  missed  by  AlI-lG  fire  teams. 

2  Svaluatlon:  Due  to  the  difficulty  In  target  aooulsltlon 
inherent  in  the  AIUIG  during  night  operations,  targets  detected  olectronlcelly 
the  OV-l  are  often  missed  or  undetected.  Attempts  made  by  OV-l  pilots 
to  vector  the  Cobra  in  on  target  are  only  marginally  successful  because  of  a 
frequent  lack  of  distinct  reference  points  at  nifht4  Aerial  flares  are  not 
adequate  to  adjust  fire  unless  their  llluBlnotlon  discloses  a  definite  refer¬ 
ence  point  such  OB  a  canal  intoreedtion* 

2  Pseccnmendatlonst  That  aerial  flares,  when  used  ae  target 
markerl,  be  dropped  from  a  lower  altitude  with  a  delayed  ignition  sotting. 

This  causee  the  flare  to  continue  burning  on  the  ground  where  it  offers  an 
excellent  refsrenoe  point  for  fire  diraotlon. 

(J)  Oparatlonal  /dtitudos  for  AH-IC 

i  0b8ox*vatlon:  During  night  operations  on  CPlBATICIJ  DIACXHAl/K 
it  TOs  found  that  low  altitudes  b:'  the  AIl-lC  and  tho  use  of  landing  or  eeoroh 
lights  involves  too  muoh  risk  and  detracts  from  the  effectiveness  of  iroapons 
^sterns. 


2  Bvaluatloni  Results  from  low  level  visual  rocon  utllitdng 
soaroh  and  landing  lights  are  almost  negative.  One  oust  fly  at  3^40  knots  and 
50  feet  in  order  for  lights  to  bo  offeotive.  This  technique  should  be  discour¬ 
aged  for  three  reasons: 

£  Results  do  not  justify  the  risk. 

b  Restricted  pilot  vision,  vertigo  from  tho  focus  of 
attention  on  one  point  and  paralax  from  the  plnd glass. 

jj.  The  emplo’'ment  of  the  ninl-gun  at  night  gives  the  enema’’ 
-lA- 
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a  roferonco  point  at  v;hlch  to  flro.  A  50  caliber  lA  weapon  will  "walk"  rirht 
up  the  T/.T  tracer  fire  to  the  airorpJTt. 

2  Tlecoirendetioni  A  miniiauiA  csiling;  l->e  estoblishod  for 
tmpJoiaoent  of  the  /JUIG  at  nlpht  to  be  2000  foot,  Mnlituin  soaroh  rltit'.'do  for 
the  AH-IG  should  be  1000  feot  absoluta,  Qun  runs  should  tonilnato  not  lower 
tlian  500  foot  absolute , 

of  With  Flare  Shin 

i  Cbservationj  i/lthout  flaro  ship(s),  the  oarability  of 
Uic  AU-iG  is  drastically  reduced  in  the  Delta  on  nlpht  operations. 

^  Evaluation:  Orientation  on  target  idthout  flaros  or 

fi-cuiid  reference  points  is  iiapoaalhla  during  night  opsrations  on  OP^SiATIOil 
I^KiiaWK. 

2  hoconmondatlon:  The  AK-IG  will  not  be  a-iployed  at  night 
Wthout  c.  flojc  ehipn  Exception  to  this  policy  vKiulrl  be  vrtien  troops  are  on  the 
giounri  and  in  contact.  Then  the  use  of  hand  hold  flares  or  11  flits,  plus 
hurdinr  from  Imoim  points  to  the  tar gets  may  bo  used. 

(3)  Training: 

Ir-Ccuntrv  Training 

1  Observation:  The  Squadron  does  not  have  the  capabilit”, 
equipment  or  facilities  to  adcouately  establish  a  school  to  covor  the  necossc.r:; 
in-countr:/  training  required  by  US/iRV  Reg  350-1, 

g  Evaluation:  The  7/1  ACS  has  established  a  trc.i/.i:if-  in-o,7Ta-.. 
to  give  all  personnel  newly  arrived  In  country  the  rerviro'''  ■‘rair.in  ,,  P  '.'roop 
conducts  the  small  but  adequate  training  course  for  all  cqvsitTg'n  per  so. ^nal. 
However,  there  are  too  many  factors  that  restrict  and  hamper  the  erg.3iii  nation 
and  operation  of  this  course.  The  training  must  be  conducted  liJtJ  P  Ti'ocp's 
operational  requirements  idilch  vaiy'-  and  change  on  short  notics  freque/itl’  .  1; 

is  difficult  to  plan  0.  class  starting  next  week  irtien  the  possibi.j  ;.ty  of  0  iroop 
br:.^n'^  at  Vlnh  long  is  uncertain  tliat  far  in  advance.  Tl'.o  aquaOroo  has  no  other 
S',  itablo  means  of  completing  remiired  in-country  training  unless  D  Troop  conducts 
this  instruction. 


2  Recommendation:  A  in-country'-  school  be  established  in 
jV  Corps  for  all  novr  personnel  in  the  Delta,  that  could  be  estaMishefl  rno  run  cd 
a  centrally  located  place  such  as  Can  Tho,  A  cadre  could  be  assic.'icd  t::at  coul:' 
set  up  an  adequate  course  of  instruction  for  all  personnel.  This  '.-raf.-:  ;;revent 
the  renuirenent  for  each  unit  in  the  Delta  to  establish  its  own  in-co\-:.try' 
Indoctrination  schools. 

(4)  Intelligence: 

Dissamination  of  Inforrmtion 
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1  Obeorvationi  Idttla  or  no  Information  gnlned  frwn 
detolnees  or  POW’s  la  dlasomlnatad  to  lov/ar  unite. 

^  Evaluation  t  Inforiiiatlon  i^nsd  from  POW’a  or  detaineas 
could  be  Invaluable  in  tho  planning  of  day  to  doy  operations  In  OPSl/iTION 
IlLiXK}IAtilK,  At  the  present  tlmo,  vrtien  a  detslnao  is  doHversd  into  Vietnamese 
channels,  little  or  no  Information  gets  into  tho  hands  of  the  units  able  to 
react  effeotlvely.  Information  of  Inmadiata  tactical  volue  Is  normally  received 
too  late  for  unite  to  react  ;ri.th  anj''  favorable  results. 

X  neconmendetloni  Etaphaeis  needs  to  be  plsoed  In  S-2  ohannols 
to  Ineura  that  information  is  passed  to  tho  unit  rocjulrlng  latolliBence  infor¬ 
mation  vdth  all  possible  speed.  Coordination  bet\reen  Corps  and  ftrovlnce  Chiefs 
conceread  to  expedite  this  dissemination  should  result  in  Increased  oparatlonal 
cctiv/eness. 

(5)  Logletlcsi  None 

(6)  OrftanlBatloni 

(a)  Change  in  Ta:S  for  P  Troop  to  Armored  Personnel  Carrlerg 

1  Observation!  Tho  present  TOf-E  for  D  Troop,  7/1  /J3S  should 
be  changed  to  equip  the  ground  troop  vrith  porsonnsl  oarriara  in  lieu  of  vrheeled 
vehlclas. 

2  Bvalixatlonj  On  all  Delta  opera tiono  in  \diloh  D  Troop  haa 
participated,  the  troop’s  capabilities  have  been  severely  llrdted  by  tho  organic 
wheeled  vehicles,  ’’'rom  10-19  Jul,r  68,  D  Troop  operated  in  the  44th  Special 
Tactical  Zone  south  of  Chi  Lang  vrith  a  mission  to  provide  a  blocking  force  along 
the  east  side  of  a  mountoln.  Duo  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  inadequate 
end  destrov'ad  roads  for  whooled  vehicles,  the  troop  could  net  completely  block 
the  entire  east  ^e.  Iho  vdieeled  vehicles  could  not  travel  dovm  tho  torn  up 
road  and  could  t  travel  on  the  sides  due  to  the  soft  ground.  Thty  could  not 
completely  accomplish  this  asslfmad  mission  due  to  the  limitations  of  their 
organic  vehicles.  D  Troop  spent  one  entire  afternoon  in  an  atterupt  to  free 
throe  venioles  from  bogged  dovm  mud  conditions  prior  to  the  tldt  completely 
engulfing  the  equipment.  At  the  same  time,  thej'  vrore  exfoslng  pcrson^vel  and 
equipment  to  small  arms  and  mortar  firo  from  the  mountain,  ’.Bieolal  vehicles 

on  practically  every  mission  in  tho  Delta  severely  lii'it  the  oapabilitios  of 
the  niphly  mobile  ground  reconnaissance  troop. 

2,  Recommendation t  The  TOfE  for  D  Iboop,  7/1  iCS  b©  changed 
to  replace  the  present  vrheeled  vehicles  with  armored  personnel  oarriors.  Ihe 
m.vDility  and  flexlbllitj'  of  the  troop  would  be  greatly  Iroproved  to  better  assist 
th.i  couadron  on  Delta  Operations, 

(7)  Other I 

Effects  cf  Weather  on  Pav-Nlght  Operations  in  the  DelU 


-lf>. 

ClOAJ^  ^  T//) 


COAff/  Ti  AU 


3.  0b3er''ati.-'n:  Ths  rainj  seas<>)n  in  t  q  Dolti  har>  not 
affected  the  overall  operatiens  off  tl»e  Sqoad/««  te  ?lg«ifitant  degree. 

2  &/aluation:  The  rainy  saa«cn  has  not  affecTcd  t.ie  dayliftht 
operations  of  the  Squadron  to  any  noticeable  dofreo.  The  night  border  inter¬ 
diction  missions  conducted  on  ObhRATIOK  BLACKHAM;  have  been  cancello',*  on 
Roveral  occasions  due  to  low  ceilings  and  poor  visibi  lity  in  t  -.e  Chi  h-iup  a’-ra. 
Approximately  15^^  of  scheduled  night  Mohawlc'Oobra  missions  along,  the  bar  '. er 
have  toon  cancelled  duo  to  weather. 

2,  Reconmondationi  Emphasis  is  required  to  insure  ur,! 
pilots  assigned  night  missions  and  early  morning  take--oi'i's  during  tho  rainy 
season  cheek  tho  weather  forecasts  closoly  prior  to  scheduled  flights, 
erpocially  in  the  Seven  I-'ountaina  area  where  elevations  roach  nearly  2500  fcot. 


5  ROBIRT  W.  ICLLS 

1.  Significant  Activities  LX,  /jttor 

2.  Cumulative  Losses  Conunanding 

3»--Heapons-eaptared-on-epera6ioB- 28-29- JttB-AS-ia 

Kien-TooBg-Ptevinee- 

4--.(A-'FReePj-7/l-8aehe-Ftnd>-QttarCer4y-Peried-Eadifig- 

-3t-duiy-4968- 

5...EqotpmeBe-6«ptared-aBd-Be96royed-BariBg-0pevaEie«- 

-BbASKHAWK- 

Incl  3,  4  and  5  Withdrawn,  HQ,  DA 


COa/P/  C>iU\iT//^^ 

I 

1 

i 


. .  'm;  lit'  ■  flin 


I  mu  I  inn  paoi  w^**^*^. 


AVGi;  (31  July  63)  l8t  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  7th  Arnored  Squadron.  1st  Air  Cavalry  Fc 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  (RCS  CSFOtl-65)  (Rl)  (UIC:  WGZoAyi) 

DA,  UQ,  164TH  AVIATION  GROUP,  APO  96215  25  August  1968 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION 

1.  The  attached  7/1  ACS  OREL  for  the  period  ending  31  July  1?63  bias 
been  evaluated  by  this  Headquarters  as  required  by  USARV  Reg  525-15. 

2,  All  intelligence  information  availabel  to  this  Headquarters  is 
now  passed  to  all  subordinate  units  by  the  fastest  means  available. 


3.^  |££tJE2£L^ 


rvation.  Evaluations 


a.  Mon-crev.'  Member  Pav  for  AH-IG  Crew  Chiefs:  i.on-cor,c'jr  v;ith  rec:  - 
dation.  There  is  no  requirenent  for  AH-IG  crew  chiefs  to  particioate  In 
aerial  flight.  Such  a  precedent  would  necessitate  a  requireriient  for  cro 
pay  for  o~l.>  OH-6,  U-6,  OH-13,  U-8  and  a  nailtitude  of  other  tyoe  aircraf 
crew  chiefs. 

b.  Operational  Altitudes  fur  A.H-IG:  An  evaluation  of  riu.ta.n-.iri  oc’Cra 
tional  altitudes  for  the  AH-IG  has  been  conducted.  This  Headquarters  ha 
established  and  recotaaonds  500  feet  as  a  mininun  operational  altitude. 

A.  With  the  exceptions  noted  above,  this  Headquarters  cor.c-ors  -/.ath  the 
Cornar.dcr ' s  observations,  evaluations  and  recoraiendations. 


i.'nPVHr  r.TnM  ■;  .iru.nrTr  ^ 


V.'ORT.iriiGTOU  U.  .AKOi.'E 
Jlblonel,  Infantry 
Consaicdira 


DISTRIEUTIOM; 

2  DA,  ATTN:  ACSFOR 
1  GO,  1st  Avn  Bde,  ATTN:  AVRA-C 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBA-C  (31  July  68)  2d  Ind 

aJBJECTj  Operational  i>eport  of  7th  Armoi-ed  Sqm.dran,  let  Air  Cavalry  for 
Period  iindir«  31  July  1968  (RC3  CSPOR-65)  (Rl) 

DA,  HBAD4JAI.TEI^,  1ST  AVIATICW  BlIGAEE,  APO  96384  $£P  £  2  IbOb 

THPUi  Conmanding  General,  United  States  Arny  Vietnam,  ATTNi  AVHGC-DST, 

AFO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  United  States  Arny  Pacific,  ATTKi  GPOP-^T, 

APO  96558 

TOj  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Amy,  ’..'ashington,  D,  C.  2C510 

1.  (u)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  report,  considers  it  to  be 
adequate,  and  concurs  with  the  contents  as  indorsed  except  for  the 
follovdngi 

Section  II,  para  A(l)(c),  page  11  j  Nonconcui  ision  actions  di¬ 

rected  by  this  headquarters  have  involved  transfei  personnel  with  like 
grade  and  hOS,  except  that  ^racle  substitution  latitude  has  been  extended 
to  no  more  than  one  grade  difference,  Evaluation  of  state  of  training  of 
individuals  to  be  infused  is  not  practical, 

2.  (C)  The  following  c.dditional  comments  are  considered  pertinent} 

a.  section  I,  para  a,(5)(e),  page  8)  The  51at  Light  Equipment  Main¬ 
tenance  Con^'any  at  Vinh  Long  provides  direct  sup-ort  to  the  7th  Sqfuadron, 

1st  Air  Cavalry  with  a  4  man  detachment.  This  detachment  does  not  have 
personnel  to  repair  AK/VHC-12  series  radios.  The  signal  officer  of  the 
Vlst  ACS  made  arrangements  with  the  2d  Maintenance  Battalion,  Vung  Tau, 
to  repair  this  equipment,  Tliis  headauarters  has  coordinated  >dth  Saigon 
Sup;  ort  Command  to  assign  the  proper  personnel  to  the  DS  unit  at  Vinh  Long. 

b.  Section  II,  para  A(l)(a),  ^b,  page  10:  The  Officer  Placement 
Branch,  USARV,  states  that  all  AH-IG  qualified  aviators  are  assigned  against 
flj'ing  positions  to  maintain  a  minimum  of  two  qualified  aviators  par  AH-IG 
aircraft.  This  headquarters  Jias  coordinated  with  USARV  with  reference 

to  the  input  of  senior  grade  officers  qualified  in  the  AH-IG.  In  a  message 
to  U,  USARV  Officer  Placement  Branch  has  requested  that  only  junior 
commissioned  officers  and  warrant  officers  be  programmed  to  attend  the 
AH-IG  school  at  USAAVNS.  While  this  does  not  resolve  the  ionediate  shortage 
of  operational  AH-IG  aviators,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  reccannendation 
to  EA  will  result  in  a  larger  percentage  of  jvnior  grade  aviators  being 
selected  for  future  AH-IG  training  classes.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  let 
Aviation  Brigade  that  only  opei-^ional  aviators  be  selected  to  attend  the 
USARV  AH-IG  training  school. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBA-G 

SUBJECT:  Cperatlcnal  R^ort  of  7th  Axnored  Swaiilxon,  lat  Air  Cavalxy  for 
Period  EhdJjag  31  July  1968  (BBS  C8FGil-65)  (Rl) 

c.  Section  1I|  para  A(l}(b)y  pa^  10:  Cenour.  The  evaluntlcn  and 
re  commendations  bgr  7/1  Cav  are  valid  and  farther  emphasise  the  problems 
oncountej?ed  and  the  loss  of  overall  effeetlveneaB  reaultizig  from  fragmenting 
tie  assets  of  an  Mr  Cavaliy  3<|iadrcn«  The  TOB  for  the  Air  Cavalry  Sc|uad- 
ren  was  carefully  deslBied  to  enable  the  squadron  to  operate  effectively 

os  a  ooiiibat  vmlt  in  its  prijaary  nlaslon  as  a  reconnaissance  and  security 
force  and  to  allow  the  Jjidividi^  troops  to  operate  independently  frorn  the 
squadron  for  short  periods  of  time  neoessary.  The  degradntlcn  of  the 
adj.Tinioti  ative  .^nd  logistical  support  capability  provided  tc,  the  sciuadrm 
for  its  organic  troops  is  aMy  one  of  the  adverse  effects  of  attac'  In-; 
its  organic  element c  to  other  organizatlme  for  exbendefl  periods  of  tirK. 

The  O'TDloyment  of  the  air  cavalry  squadron  as  it  was  desiflioc!  i,e,  as  a 
squjidion,  r;>t;ier  than  a  pod  of  air  cavalry  troops  or  aircraft  ABsett:  woiO/; 
Bolva  rainy  of  the  problems  currently  experienced  by  the  air  CH.vj.jLry  iSiiu- 'iron: 

d.  Section  11,  para  A(l)(d),  r>aGe  11  and  para  3a,  1st  Ind:  The  nop¬ 
al  igibility  of  AH-IG*  erw  chiefs  for  flight  pay  is  a  serious  v.ior'lj  ?ind 
wjtivLvtion  problem.  The  higlily  qualified  UP-1  crew  chief,  a  -rlncirlo  sourr 
of  crew  chiefs  fox-  the  AH-10,  becomes  Ineligible  for  lliGht  jiay  vrl.esn  t.e  r. 
assigned  to  a  chief  ijoeition  with  the  r.ore  comjrltr.  aircraft.  Tin.  i  ro- 
blv.m  rvill  intensified  in  the  future  by  the  introduction  of  ariditioiifa 
.Ji-lJ»s  and  eventually,  the  AH-JrSA.  As  aerial  weapons  vehicles  btcoini.  /liort 
8opV.itttic.itod,  there  io  a  conpnrablo  extension  of  tho  seq  c  i  kno’..O...ci(:c! 

and  res-  on  Sibil,  ity  roquirod  of  crew  chiefs  for  those  aircrai'i. .  uecO'Tiii  iu:-. 
of  tl  o  incraared  responsibilities  and  level  of  ttkill  roquir  rl  of  .u -1'.)  cJ  '.- 

:  ciioulii  lx.  .  rovidod  through  authori’/atiai  of  a  hi,:her  pay  yrt.'le  ci 
■ui  incie.-.!-.o  in  nroficiwnoy  pay  designator  foi-  thtrir  ]  03. 

e.  Section  II,  para  A(2)(a),  p-?gc  11:  Findin/;  .'urd  fixing  tho  cneiry 
i;;  ti.  iitionally  atid  doctrinally  the  ini.s8ion  of  the  cavalry  units.  The 

t.  olni  ac  r.cc.»;  crided  to  provide  a  withdrawal.  :-oute  for'  the  enemy  in  order 
to  iorco  .him  to  expose  and  subject  hlnoclf  to  friendly  fii-es  has  some 
ap}-.!!  cat  ion  as  an  economy  of  force  measure  to  inflict  casualties  on  the 
rnoi.y  wliile  minimizing  risk  to  friendly  forces  but  should  not  lx;  tin  loyed 
.HC  the  standard  procedure.  Experience  in  kVK  has  shown  over  and  ovor 
again,  tlct  if  tl«  enemy  is  given  the  sllghtost  avenue  of  Tvithdrawal,  that 
j  liny  ^  .ill  escape,  and  contact  will  be  lost  and  extremely  riifflcult  to  regal.;, 
ilie  standard,  objective  should  nermally  be,  to  fix  the  enemy  and  maintain 
cont.-ict  whenever  circumstances  permit.  If  the  air  elements  of  the  cav.a''’y 
■unit  .are  able  to  fix  ths  enemy  by  their  pi-escncc  then  they  lave  accot-rliBhed 
their  intondeo  mission. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBA-C  A-  jbS 

SUBJECT:  Operatioial  Report  of  7th  Annored  Scjiadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry  for 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (Rl) 

f.  Secticn  n,  para  A(2)(b),  page  12:  Ihla  evaluation  and  recamn»3nda- 
tion  is  valid  and  reflects  the  loss  of  effectiveness  of  the  application 

of  any  form  of  combat  povfer  when  habit  patterns  are  established.  The  recom- 
menaed  technique  should  prove  effective  if  Judiciously  applied.  However 
it  should  not  become  the  standard  technique  to  replace  others,  or  it  too, 
will  become  a  habit  pattern  and  will  lose  its  effectiveness. 

g.  Secticn  H,  para  A(2)(c),  page  12:  Concur.  Use  of  air  cavalry 
elements  for  such  missions  reflects  a  comaon  nisccnception  that  the  air 
cavalry  squadron  Is  a  pool  of  aircraft  assets  rather  than  a  combat  uxd.t 
designed  to  acconplish  the  cavali-y  mission.  Aviation  units  are  designed 
and  intended  to  ''form  these  strike  and  escort  missions.  They  should  be 
assigned  to  perfoim  them  rather  than  degrade  the  capability  of  the  air 
cavalry  unit  to  accon^jlish  its  primary  mission. 

h.  Section  II,  para  A(2)(f),  page  13;  TJhile  this  reconaaendation  ooes 
not  reveal  a  new  lesson  learned,  it  is  valid.  Selection  of  LZs  Is  ex¬ 
plained  in  detail  in  Chapter  12,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  Operations  Manual. 

i.  Section  II,  para  A(2)(h),  page  14;  There  are  four  systems  which 
fire  2.75''  rockets  for  marking  purposes  licing  evaluated  at  thk  tlrB  under 
an  litJSUhli  project.  The  system  consists  of  four  rocket  tubes  and  a  firing 
panel.  This  device,  if  satisfactory,  will  provide  the  capability  of  tar¬ 
get  marking  at  a  stand-off  distance  froiE  the  C*T-6a. 

J.  Section  II,  para  A(3)»  page  15:  ^3  164th  Groiqj  has  been  advised 

by  this  headquarters  to  ooominate  mandatory  initial  in-oountry  training 
for  7/1  Cavalry  replacements  with  9th  Inf  Div  at  Deng  Tam.  9th  Inf  Div 
has  an  established  school  which  is  in  continuous  operation  to  provide  this 
training  and  has  accepted  students  from  1st  Avn  Bde  units  on  a  regular 
basis. 

k.  Section  II,  para  A(6)(a),  page  16:  Substitution  of  armored  per¬ 
sonnel  carriers  for  wheeled  vehicles  in  the  ground  cavalry  troop  msilts 
further  investigation.  This  headquarters  is  currently  conducting  a  MTOB 
study  of  air  cavalry  units  and  the  subject  of  track  vehicles  for  those 
vinits  will  be  thoroughly  evaluated. 

I'QR  THE  caQlANDEK: 


1LT,  ACC 

/V  >s  r  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHOC-DST  {31  Jul  66)  3d  Ind  (C)  MAJ  Kllnginsn/dB/IBN  W33 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  7th  Armored  Squadron.  1st  Air  Cavalry  For 
Period  aiding  31  July  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  tRl)  (UlC:  W326AA) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARHY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Prancieco  96375  / 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  from  Headquarters, 

7th  Armored  Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry. 

2.  (C)  Ccnments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  noncrew  member  pay  for  AH-IG  crew 
chiefs,  page  11,  paragrapli  A(l)(d);  let  Indorsement,  paragraph  3a;  and 
2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2d:  Concur  with  Ist  Indorsement.  While  it  is 
recognized  that  unit  connnanders  must  take  positive  action  to  preclude  a 
deterioration  of  morale  during  the  transition  period,  there  is  no 
Justification  for  additional  pay  for  these  crew  chiefs. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  operational  altitudes  for  AJI-IG,  page  LI*, 
paragraph  A(2)(j);  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  36:  Nonconcur,  The 
tactics  employed  in  the  accomplishment  of  any  particular  combat  mission 
depend  upon  the  commander's  evaluation  of  the  mission  requirements  versus 
the  limitations  of  his  aviators  and  aircraft.  Imposition  of  a  command-wide 
minimum  operational  altitude  would  interfere  with  a  commander's  flexibility 
in  responding  to  mission  requirements. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fum: 

HQ  1st  Avn  Bde 
HQ  7/1  Cav 
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GPOP-OT  (31  Jul  68)  4Ch  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Eaport  of  HQ  7th  Armored  Squadron,  lat  Air  Cav 
for  Parlfld  Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSKOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Tranclaco  965S8  2  8  OCT  1368 

TO:  Aaalatent  Chief  of  Staff  for  force  OevelopoMnc,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waahlngton,  0.  C.  2C310 

Thia  headquartere  haa  evaluated  aubject  report  and  focvardlng  Indorae- 
manta  and  concura  In  the  report  aa  litdoraed. 

FOR  TEE  COMfAMDER  IN  CHIEF: 


Cl,  SHom 
CfT.  AOC 
AiO  AO 


DEPARTliENT  OS'  THE  APJ-iZ 
Headc’af.rt6r:rs,  i.64th  Avlatior  Croup 
/iO  San  Francisco  96215 


AVON  23  September  1968 

SUBJSCT:  Operational  Report  of  7th  Anuored  Squadron,  1st  Air  C.’.vaJry  for 
the  Period  Ending  31  July  106?.  (RCs  CSFOR  -  65)  (RI) 


Cenmanding  General 
1st  Avi?ition  tJrigade 
APO  Sa:.!  Francisco  96384 


1.  The  following  command  and  staff  actions  have  been  initiated  or  taken 
to  allei'iate  problems  or  implement  recomendations  statoi  in  7/1  ACS 
ORLL  for  the  period  e.idir^  31  July  68,  and  fon>rarded  by  1st  Ind,  this 
Keadquartsr-'  25  August  1968. 

a.  PersoTi  el; 

(*)  AH-IG  Qualified  Avlatcjrs. 

(a)  Concur  vlth  the  recommendations.  The  assignment  of  more  AH-IG 
qualified  compony  grade  officers  qnd  warrant  officei-s  will,  permit  greater 
flexibility  for  assigimont  at  company/troop  level.  Aviators  should  not 
be  selected  for  AH-IG  ti-ansition  baaed  on  raiU<  alone.  The  aH-IG,  an 
aeriel  weapon.^  platform,  inust  however  be  operated  by  the  most  r.a'.uro  one', 
experienced  pilots  a/ailaole. 

(b)  This  Headquarters  has  received  three  quotas  for  in-ccuntry 
AH-IG  traiwition  training  during  the  per3.od  August  -  September  1968. 

The  feasibility  of  AH-iC  transition  at  unit  lfc\ol  should  considered 
with  the  full  recognition  that  ojodlvldvuls  selected  for  unit  transition 
should  be  the  most  experienced  anl  8ki.Hsd  UH-IB/C  pilots. 

(2)  Frftgmentfisioii  of  Headquarters  Personnel;  Concar  with  recommen¬ 
dation.  Duo  to  th3  geographical  .location  of  the  Squadron  Headquarters 
its  organic  troops  end  B  Troop  whioh  is  detached,  it  is  not  possible  to 
provide  timely  persitinel  administrative  support  to  all  organic  elements 
from  one  location,  yet  the  Squadron  does  not  have  adequate  personnel  to 
dstech  record  clerks  to  another  unit.  Splitting  a  Squadron  botween 
aviation  groups  in  tvo  corps  araca  'vldely  separated  compoujids  personnol 
evdainis fcrative  prcbleos  and  should  be  avoided  on  a  permanent  basis. 

(3)  A8s5.dnment  of  Off. leers  ann  EnHsted  Men;  E'.rery  effort,  is  being 
made  by  this  Headquarters  ho  replace  infused  personnel  with  personnel 
h?.\-ing  slmlla:'  experience  hov'evar  cxpti-ienced  replaoements  are  not  always 
aveiJable.  ICxiy  parsoi  nel  upon  arrival  from  CONUS  are  used  to  fill  slots 


‘  fiPPMTilt  I 
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AVON  23  Soptember  1968  • 

SUBJECT?  Oporjvtional  Report  of  ?th  krvor'jd  Squadran,  lat  iiir  Cavajiy 
for  the  ?er.T.oJ  ifjJing  31  July  19o8.  (RCS  CSFC«  -  65)  (RI) 

vacated  by  infused  officers  and  enlisted  men.  This  method  reduces  the  I 

turbulence  by  roquiring  only  cne  individual  per  authorized  slot  to  be  I 

moved.  Any  infusion  progran  that  would  require  noro  exact  qualifications  - 

and  experience  than  HOS^  grade  and  DBRCS  w^^uld  become  overly  compiLlcated 
and  infeasible.  Most  of  our  young  officers  and  men  acquire  their  experi¬ 
ence  during  the  first  Six  months  in  RVK  and  this  is  the  tine  at  which 
infusion  ie  most  likely  to  occur.  Over  a  period  of  one  year,  a  unit 
should  infuse  the  aai’e  degree  of  experience  as  it  infuses  out.  Even 
though  the  specific  slot  vacated  by  a:i  oxperionood  .individual  is  not 
necessarily  tho  slot  filled  by  an  experienced  individual,  the  level  of 
experience  throughout  the  unit  should  remain  the  sane. 

(4)  Non-crew  Hember  Pg.v  for  iiH-lG  Crevf  Chiefs:  Non-concur  vri.th  the 
recommendation.  There  is  no  requirement  for  AH-ID  crow  chiefs  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  aerial  flight.  Such  a  precedent  vrauld  necessitate  a  requirement 
for  non-crew  member  pa^-  for  0-1,  OH-6,  U-6,  CH-13,  U-8  and  a  multitude  of 
other  type  aircraft  crew  chiefs.  .‘H-lfi  crow  chiefs  could  be  con^onsatod 
for  their  additional  skills  by  receivijng  a  higher  level  of  proficiency 
pay. 

b.  Operations: 

(1)  Visual  Reconnaiesance;  Concur  with  the  recomPBndr.tlon  as  stated. 

This  technique  of  air  cavalry/  enplcjimei.i  is  presently  being  utilized 
within  this  cour.mnd,  A  Corps  latter  of  instruction  on  air  cavalry  er^sloy- 
ment  is  being  disseminated  to  all  advisory  olements  in  IV  Corps 

(2)  TOT  with  CS;  Concur  vd.th  the  reconmendaticr.  as  stated.  This 
method  of  artillery  employment  should  produce  considei'Cibly  more  enemy 
casualties  and  has  been  referred  to  the  ground  advisors  for  consideration. 

(3)  Snployment.  of  Fire  Te-ams;  Ccr.cvu'  with  the  recemweadat  ion  as 
stated.  Action  recommended  has  been  completed  by  this  Headquarters  in 
conjunction  with  the  IV  CTZ  Advisory  Team. 

(4)  Identification  of  IRRP's  During  Night  Operaidons;  Conc'jr  with 
the  recommendaticn  as  stated.  Hand  held  f?.are3  are  now  available  to 
7/'  ACS  patrols.  Pocket  strobe  lights  are  present V  on  requisition. 

Supportsvi  infantry  unit  advisors  have  strobe  lights  and  hand  held  flares 
available . 

(5)  Utilization  of  Cobra/Iiohawk  Hunter  Ki-llcr  Teams;  Concur  with 
tha+y  portion  ’which  states  tnat  the  curfevr  sho’old  be  enforced.  This 
Hoadojuarters  docs  not  have  a’tthority  to  en.force  estsbLv.shed  curfew  hows 
for  personnel  other  than  as.'^igned  individuals.  This  problem  has  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  local  GVN  Officials ,  however  with  itOf  ef  the 
entire  R7N  pop’Jlation  located  in  the  Delta,  little  eucceas  has  beer- 
achieved  in  curfew  enforcement.  Evan  with  curfew  hours  being  enforced. 
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AVGN  23  September  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  7th  Armored  Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry 
for  the  Period  Ending  31  July  1968.  (RCS  CSFOR-65) (Rl) 

established  "Rules  of  Engagement"  must  be  observed  to  prevent  Injury  to 
friendly  personnel  who  may  be  traveling  for  emergency  purposes. 

(6)  Selection  of  Landing  Zones:  Concur  with  the  reconmendation . 

When  possible,  LZs  are  selected  which  permit  troops  to  take  advantage 
of  the  cover  provided  by  the  terrain  when  advancing  on  an  objective. 

When  troops  are  landed  in  open  LZs  and  advance  in  open  areas,  they  are 
provided  cover  by  armed  helicopters. 

(7)  CAR- 15  MaRazines:  Concur  with  the  recommendation.  The  current 
XM27E1  weapons  system  installed  on  the  0H-6A  scout  helicopter  is  very 

effective  in  neutralizing  targets  of  opportunity,  however,  due  to 
jamming  and  aimunition  '.xpenditure  there  are  times  when  the  CAR- 15  remains 
the  only  operational  weapon  on  board.  Additional  magazines  are  now 
being  carried  in  order  to  Insure  a  readily  available  supply  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  marking  purposes. 

(8)  Designating  Pinpoint  Targets  from  the  0H-6A!  Concur  with  the 
recommendation  as  stated.  Target  overflight  in  an  observation  helicopter 
has  proven  to  be  a  dangerous  practice.  Targets  can  be  marked  now  using 
the  XM-27  weapons  system  with  a  mixture  of  tracer  ammunition  without 
undue  exposure  of  the  aircraft  and  crew. 

(9)  Fire  Direction  and  Control  between  OV-1  and  AH-IG  Teams: 

Dropping  flares  at  an  altitude  which  will  allow  burning  on  the  ground  is 
not  reconmended  by  this  Headquarters.  The  possibility  of  causing  damage 
to  ffrlendly  personnel  and  property  by  fire  offsets  the  small  advantage 
gained  by  having  a  ground  reference  point  especially  since  winds  aloft 
cause  flares  which  Illuminate  a  specific  point  to  land  away  from  the 
point  in  question. 

(10)  Operational  Altitudes  for  AH-IG:  An  evaluation  of  minimum 
operational  altitudes  for  gunships  has  been  conducted  by  this  headquarters. 
The  low  level  gunship  tactics  long  associated  with  the  UH-IB/C  have  not 
proven  to  be  toally  compatible  with  the  AH-IG.  The  Cobra,  because  of 

its  more  sophisticated  armament  system  and  higher  speed  does  not  and  should 
not  have  to  operate  at  the  most  vulnerable  altitudes  in  the  deadman  zone 
(50-500  ft).  In  IV  CTZ,  due  to  the  flat  terrain,  the  AH-IG  is  totally 
exposed  from  the  rear  on  its  break  and  does  not  have  the  advantage  of 
covering  door  gunners  who  can  fire  down  and  to  the  rear.  Further,  in  the 
closed  cockpit,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  detect  ground  fire  unless 
the  aircraft  sustains  a  hit.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  AH-IG  is 
considered  more  vulnerable  at  lower  altitudes  and  the  full  advantage  of  its 
improved  performance  is  not  capitalized  upon  to  remain  above  the  most 
vulnerable  altitudes.  This  Headquarters  has  established  and  recommends  500 
feet  as  a  minimum  operational  altitude  for  the  AH-IG. 

(11)  Employment  of  AH-IG  with  Flare  Ship:  Concur  with  reconmendation. 
Flare  ships  are  presently  employed  with  the  AH-IG  on  night  operations. 
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AVON  23  SepteB4>er  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  7th  Araored  Squadron,  lat  Air  Cavalry 
for  the  Period  E^lng  31  Ju2y  1968.  (RCS  CSFCR  -  65)  (HI) 

0.  Training: 

In  Country  Training!  The  establishaent  of  an  In-country  oriontation 
school  in  the  Group  would  further  drain  personnel  from  assigned  duties 
to  operate  the  school.  Coordination  is  being  effected  with  the  US  Ninth 
Infantry  Division  for  quotas  to  their  in-country  training  school  for  the 
groxind  elements  of  the  7/1  ACS, 

d.  Intelligence: 

Dissemination  of  Infonaatioq:  All  intelligence  Infonaatlon  available 
to  this  Headquarters  is  now  consolidated  in  the  Dally  Intelligenoe  Suaoary 
and  transmitted  by  the  fastest  means  available  to  all  organic  units.  The 
INTSUM  is  dispatched  at  1800  hours  daily.  Pertinent  spot  reports  are 
forwarded  to  subordinate  units  ^  appropriate. 

e.  Organization; 

Change  in  TQStE  for  D  Troop  to  Armored  Porsonnel  Carriers i  Concur 
with  the  recocnandation.  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  have  better  traffi- 
cability  and  are  better  suited  to  the  terrain  in  IV  CTZ.  MTOE  change  to 
include  this  item  is  being  prepared  by  7/1  ACS  at  this  time. 

f.  Other: 

Effects  of  Weather  on  Uav  -  Night  Operations  in  the  Delta;  Concur 
with  the  reconcendation.  All  pilots  of  this  command  receive  a  weather 
briefing  prior  to  each  mission  and  only  the  most  experienced  pilots  are 
assigned  when  marginal  weather  conditions  exist.  On  operational  missions 
vrtiere  wather  may  adversely  affect  the  mission,  a  weather  aircraft  is 
normally  dispatched  to  precede  the  flight  and  make  appropriate  weather 
checks. 

2.  Request  that  the  foregoing  comments  be  appended  to  the  25  August  1968 
1st  Indorsement  to  subject  CELL  by  this  Headquarters. 


Colonel,  Infantry 
Conuandihg 


DISTRIBUTION; 

2  DA,  ATTN:  ACSFOR 
1  CG,  Ist  Avn  Bde,  ATTN;  AVBfv-C 


Inclomre  (Slgnificent  Activities)  to  Gper&tionc'.l  Report  Lessons  Learned  For 
Quarterly  Period  Endinf;  31  Jtdy  1968  PCS  CSFCSti^J  (Rl) 


a.  There  are  no  changes  or  additions  to  the 

unit  rjisslon. 

b.  Organization; 

Assigned  Units  M/R  VICEIITY 

Urm  LOCATION 

APO 

7th  Sqdu,  1st  Air  Cav 

WG26A.'. 

Vlnh  Long 

96357 

Headqvinrters  Troop 

WGZ6T0 

Virdi  Long 

96357 

A  Troop  (Air ) 

WGZ6A0 

Vinh  Long 

95357 

C  Troop  (Air) 

WGZ6C0 

Vinh  Long 

96357 

D  Troop  (Ground) 

WGZ6D0 

Vinh  Long 

96357 

Detached  Units 

E  Troop  (Air)  (Atch  3A7) 

VJG2;6BO 

Di  An 

96289 

Attached  Units/Sections 

Personnel  Section  (f^uth  by 

IZTOE) 

E  PlatcOii 

(hi:t  m/r) 

Virli  Long 

96357 

3d  Sig  Det 

VJCG9AA 

Virli  Long 

96357 

819th  Sig  Det 

WDXJui 

VlrJi  Long 

96357 

370th  TC  Det 

VJEB3T0 

Virih  Long 

96357 

371st  TC  Det 

;«34AA 

Vinh  Long 

96357 

c .  Comend ! 

(l)  During  the  reporting  ] 

period  the  follo\;in2  najor  change 

■;  in  conmand 

and  staff  positions  occurred. 

(a)  Ma.jor  Charles  E, 

Tooncr,  05312 

073,  acEVJ'.ed  t'rji  div 

ties  cf 

Squadi'on  S-2  on  4  ‘«.y  68,  replacing  Captain  Chprlcs  P..  i  acchi.'roli, 

OF101570. 

(b)  Licuteno.nt  Colonel  Robert  W.  . 

alls,  09S7C1,  .iscu'-icc’.  cc'^nand 

of  the  Squadron  on  6  iay  68,  replacing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  E 

.  C.-:4ncdy, 

068937. 


(c)  Major  -Albert  F,  ilodriguez,  02102995 »  r.ssujaed  ccTorand  of 
Troop  C  on  6  May  68,  replacing  Major  Arthur  L,  Finch  Jr.,  067515. 

(d)  Mp.Jor  -rth\tr  L,  Finch  Jr.,  087515,  assur-ed  duties  of  Squadron 
S-3  on  6  ia.y  68,  replacing  Major  Albert  F,  Rodriguez,  02102995. 

(c)  It’.jor  Roger  D,  Winslov/  Jr.,  05007767,  assumed  duties  of 
Squadron  S-2  on  5  June  68,  replacing  Ma.jor  Charles  E.  Tooner,  05312073. 

(f)  tfo.jor  John  P.  Doyle,  05512498,  assur.cd  coimuid  of  Troop  B 
on  6  June  68,  replacing  lajor  ''illion  E,  Beaty,  QF109512. 

(g)  Major  Milliain  J.  Anbcrgcr,  05310717,  assu'-icd  duties  of 
Squadron  S-4  on  24  July  68,  replacing  Major  John  V/.  White  Jr.,  02300795. 

CjUKIPi  ohm  T/AL 

.20 


f 


I 

i 

i 

! 

j 

i 


.  Qo/jr/C-rAiT/y^i_ 

(2)  The  follovdnp  Officers  arrived  on  29  July  68  with  KD  &  RL  teaaui 
and  ar«  attached  to  the  squadron  1 

Major  Janes  H,  Weaver,  0905d8,  y^lst  TO  Det 
111  Barry  0.  Canp,  05240422,  370th  TO  Det 
CW2  Janes  0.  Addington  Jr,,  W3200867,  819th  Sig  Det 
CW2  Harold  E.  Lorey,  W3153597,  3d  Slg  Dst 

(3)  The  following  are  personnel  occupying  major  oemnand  and  staff 


positions . 

(n) 

LTC  Robert  W,  Mills 

Sqwdroh  Ccomandor 

(b) 

MAJ  Kerschel  B.  Stephens 

Squadron  Executive  Officer 

(c ) 

OPT  Stanley  S.  Fraoker  III 

Adjuti-uit 

(d) 

l^AJ  Roger  D,  Winslow  Jr, 

S-2 

(c) 

HAJ  Arthur  L.  Finch  Jr. 

S-3 

(f) 

HAJ  William  J,  Anberger 

S-4 

(g) 

CRT  Gene  Himtsinger 

Chaplain 

(h) 

CPT  Richard  E.  Seller 

Signed  Officer 

(1) 

CPT  Anthony  S.  Aiaimo  Jr. 

IIAJ  John  H.  Boatdorf 

Flight  Surgeon 

(j) 

Safety  Officer 

(k) 

MAJ  Harold  L,  Johnson 

Maintenance  Officer 

(1) 

K'lJ  John  F.  Glenn 

CO,  Headquarters  Troop 

(n) 

aj  James  R.  Hill 

CO,  A  Troop 

(n) 

MAJ  John  P,  Doyle 

CO,  B  Troop 

(0) 

MAJ  Albert  F,  Rodriguez 

CO,  C  Troop 

(p) 

i-AJ  Richard  A,  Thompson 

CO,  D  Troop 

i 


i 


I 

i 


d.  Unit  Strength 


(1)  Military: 

TOTAL 

1 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

U13IT 

AUTH 

OA 

AUTH  0/H 

AUTH  0/H 

AiTi; 

or: 

f 

HHT 

23 

24 

7  7 

183  192 

”H3 

A  TRP 

18 

16 

30  31 

112  112 

160 

l,‘=9 

C  TRP 

18 

17 

30  25 

112  105 

160 

J/1 

D  TRP 

0  0 

127  113 

137 

k 

vA  «cs 

109 

107 

67  63 

534  522 

665 

’647 

(2 )  Civilian ; 

T 

SOBCRDIl'. 

.  .TE  TECH  REPS 

U.S.  CIVILL'iN  VN 

3D  NET 

CCWTRACTOR 

UNITS 

AUTH 

0/ii 

AUTH 

0/H  AUTH  0/H  AUTH 

0/H 

0/H  ^ 

HHT 

2 

2 

10 

10  10  10 

0 

C 

0  1 

A  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

0  5  5 

0 

c 

0  i 

B  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

055 

0 

0 

0  1 

C  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

055 

0 

0 

0  ? 

D  TRP 

0 

lo 

ka 

ka 

0 

0 

C  ? 

7A  -'-CS 

2 

2 

10 

10  30  30 

0 

0 

0  ? 

(3 )  Overall  assigned/attached  strength  increased  during  the  reporting 
period  as  follows: 


C0A/A4XCA*/V/J4- 


■i 


j 

I 


i 


COf^Ptt»e.irr/AL 

CFric.^~:  officer 

31  I'fey  68  56+1  '  65 

30  Jun  68  54+1  jS 

31  Jul  68  62+3  65+4 

Alrcroi’t  authorized  on  hand:  See  Tab  A 
Cunulative  Results ;  See  Tab  B 


ENLISTED  FiTIf 
5U+e7 
536+90 
522+223 


T^c\  I 


>7 


CQAjrfOC^T/At. 

IheloBure  iti.  (Ci^letlve  .o-sen,  C)^)oraUonta  Hoport  of  7th  Arr.iorsd  Squadron 
let  iUr  Cavoliv  For  Period  Boding  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSPCR-65  CU) 


i 

PHDS 

61204 
11B20 
1ID40 
lip  40 
lie  20 
UCIO 
11D20 
67A1P 
67r20 
0628 
67V20 
52B20 
67/iIO 
TOTAL 


FROM  1  iiiy  TO  30  JU12r 


KILL'g)  nr  ilCTJQfl  ijpuypj)  III  iCTIOii 


1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


13 

5 
7 

3 
0 
1 
2 
2 

4 

6 
4 
0 


n.swira)  ro  pur/ 

9 

4 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 


z 


Co/jrfi^£Ajr/AL 

33 
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I.  OKICINATIM*  «CTIV4rV  f« 


HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  WaihlAgCon,  D.C.  20310 


M.  nCAOMT  ■■eUMITV  CI.«t»iric*TION 

Confidential 


»  T1TL«  '  **"*"  '  '  ——^—1  ■  I  ■■■  I  — 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  7th  Armored  Squadron,  1st  Air 

Cavalry  (U) 


4.  DifcM<»Ti«(  ■fr^MaaeaMliMlneMaAt 

Experiences  of  unit  entaged  in  counter Iwaureenc 

»•  AUTMOHill  — .  - 


CO,  7th  Armored  Squadron,  Ist  Air  Cavalry 


DD  ::::,AA73 


UNCUSSIFIED 


Security  ClAssificetien 


The  following  Items  are  recommended  for  inclusion  in  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index ; 

ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

*•*  FOR  OT  RD  #  _ _ 

***PAGE  #  _ 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  _ 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  # _ 

PAGE  #  _ _ 

ITEM  4 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  it _ 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  _ _ 

*  Subject  Title;  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  item 
of  interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  :  Appears  in  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans¬ 

mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 


***Page  ff 


:  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  interest  is  located 


OEPARTMCNr  Of  THE  ARMY 


POITAaE  AND  ACC*  PAID 

dcpantmcnt  of  the  army 


official  business 

office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Development 
ATTN:  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headquarters,  Department  of  tho  Army 
Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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